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New Student Packet 
The Pursuing God’s Call to Vocational Ministry New Student Information packet provides a 

comprehensive overview of the ministerial training process used in the Wesleyan Church 

and the West Michigan District. It is provided to all Ministerial Students and Licensed 

Ministers who are in the vocational ministry track pursuing ordination or commissioning. It 

is highly recommended that students read through the packet to review the process and have 

a better understanding of important steps to be completed. Students are also encouraged to 

refer back to the packet throughout the process of ministerial training to track their progress 
as well as to answer questions that might arise. 
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Pursuing God’s Call 
God calls all followers of Christ to be actively engaged in ministry that advances the ongoing 
mission of “making disciples of all nations.” As a Christ-follower, your spiritual gifts, 
passions, abilities and personality work together in helping to shape who you are in service 
to others in the name of Christ. 
 
The Apostle Paul describes the purpose for this calling to ministry as follows, “It was he who 
gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 
pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-
13) While the list of ministries to which God calls people to serve is not exhaustive the 
purpose behind the ministries is the same, “that the body of Christ may be built up until we 
all reach unity in the faith . . .” (Ephesians 4:12b-13a NIV) 
 
In the Wesleyan Church we recognize that while all believers are called to ministry that 
builds up the body of Christ, some are called to a specialized form of ministry in which 
additional training is needed to prepare them for serving either as a vocational minister or a 
lay minister. In the West Michigan District of The Wesleyan Church we have a select group 
of pastors and laypersons who are ready to encourage you as you pursue God’s call on your 
life in specialized ministry. These are members of the “Pursuing the Call” team. (Frequently 
referred to as the District Board of Ministerial Development—DBMD.) Our desire is to come 
alongside you as you pursue God’s call on your life. Our prayer is that you may discern God’s 
specific calling, discover how he has gifted you for effective ministry, and develop your 
passion, skills, and abilities to reach your maximum kingdom effectiveness for Christ. 
 

Paths of Ministry 
The Wesleyan Church provides two tracks for credentialed ministry. 
 
Lay Minister or Special Worker: This path is for those who desire to serve as a Lay Minister 
or Special Worker in their local church and do not intend to pursue ordination or 
commissioning. Pastors may receive Lay Minister’s credentials as well, if they are serving a 
Wesleyan Church and are not on the path of transferring credentials or becoming an 
ordained or commissioned minister in the Wesleyan Church.  
 
Ordained or Commissioned Minister: Persons desiring to serve in vocational ministry as 
an Ordained or Commissioned Pastor are credentialed by the District and are authorized to 
serve in different churches or places of appointment. 

Ordained or Commissioned Minister 
The pathway to becoming an ordained or commissioned minister in The Wesleyan Church 
involves three steps (see figure 1): 
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Figure 1 

The process begins when one is “listed” as a Ministerial Student. Everyone, except those 

transferring credentials, must begin at the level of Ministerial Student regardless of previous 
training and experience.   

Confirmation by the Department of Education and Clergy Development of The Wesleyan 

Church happens when the student has completed the six required courses. He/she is ready 

for his local church to request such an appointment. When the education has been certified 

and the local church requests an appointment, then he/she may be appointed as a Licensed 
Minister.  

When the educational and service requirements for ordination are completed, the student 
may be recommended to the District Conference for ordination.    

An individual who enrolls as a Ministerial Student at forty years of age or older may become 

a Commissioned Minister after completing the educational and service requirements for that 
level of credentialing.   

At each level of the process the student must complete the educational and service 

requirements for appointment to the next level as well as receive a recommendation from 

the local church and the Pursuing the Call team (DBMD) before moving to the next level. 

 

Ministerial Student 
The vocational ministry training process begins when a person is listed as a Ministerial 

Student. There are several steps in the process of being listed as a Ministerial Student. In 
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addition, students must continue to meet several requirements in order to continue as a 

Ministerial Student. 

Becoming a Ministerial Student 
Students must complete the following steps in the process of being listed as a Ministerial 
Student (see figure 2). 

 

Figure 2 

When a student senses a call to ministry as a possible vocation it is important to discuss this 

call with the pastor. The pastor will provide important guidance in discerning God’s call and 

navigating through the process.  The first step in becoming a Ministerial Student includes 

becoming a member of the local church and receiving a recommendation from the pastor 

and leadership board to pursue training for vocational ministry.  

When the student’s pastor believes that he or she is ready to be listed as a Ministerial 

Student, it is time to complete the District Enrollment process.  This involves completing the 

online District Enrollment Form, meeting for an interview with a member of the Pursuing 

the Call team, paying the New Student Enrollment fee, and satisfactorily passing a Criminal 

Background and Credit Check. 

Ministerial students must not only enroll with the District, but also with the Department of 

Education and Clergy Development (ECD). The Dept of ECD oversees the student’s official 

transcript regarding ministry course work and determines when a student is academically 
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eligible for appointment as a Licensed Minister, Ordained Minister, or Commissioned 

Minister.   

Enrollment Links 
The above steps in the enrollment process may be completed through the following link: 

West Michigan District website  (https://www.westmichigandistrict.com/pursuing-the-

call/).  The enrollment steps are listed in the left-hand column. The $50 District Enrollment 

Feel may be paid by selecting the “New Student or Ordination Candidate” option and using 

the “Buy Now” link. The District Enrollment form is completed online using the “Enrollment 

Form” link in step 1. Enrolling with the Department of Education and Clergy Development 

form may be completed through the link provided in step 2. Students should request their 
pastor complete the recommendation form in step 3. 

 

Registering for a Portal Account 
In addition to enrolling with the Department of Education and Clergy Development students 

are encouraged to sign up for a portal account. This allows the student to access transcripts 

regarding courses completed towards ordination requirements, as well as to register for 
non-traditional class options.   

You may set up a student portal account through the following steps: 

• Go to https://secure.wesleyan.org/emcam and click “Register.” 
• Enter your name, email, and password information, type in the displayed characters 

for authorization and click “Submit.” 
• You will receive a request for confirmation at the email address you provided. Click 

on the link. 
• Return to https://secure.wesleyan.org/emcam and login with your email and 

password. 
• Fill out the form with your contact information and choose the “Transcripts for 

Ministerial Students” check box for access of the transcript. 
• Email confirmation will be sent when your account has been approved. This may 

take a few days. 
 

Expectations of Ministerial Students 
As a Ministerial Student you are expected to do the following to continue being listed as a 

student. 

• Actively participate in your local church through worship attendance, tithing and 

serving in ministry. 

• Meet with the Pursuing the Call team each year for an interview.  

• Complete a minimum of two classes each year towards the academic requirements 

for ordination. 

https://www.westmichigandistrict.com/pursuing-the-call/
https://secure.wesleyan.org/emcam
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• Complete your Annual Service Report (ASR): 

(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ASR-MS). 

• Receive a recommendation from your pastor: 

(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MinStudRecommendation). 

Information regarding signing up for interviews and reminders to complete ASRs and 

recommendation forms is sent out by the District Office prior to the due date.  It is the 

student’s responsibility to keep the District Office updated with a current email address. 

 

Educational Options 
The Wesleyan Church provides two different options for completing the educational 

requirements for ordination. One option involves following a degree program at one of our 

colleges, universities, or approved seminaries.  This option not only makes it possible for 

students to complete the education needed for ordination but also to receive an accredited 

degree in the process.  The various colleges, universities, and seminaries offer a variety of 

degree programs associated with ministry. It is important for the student to inform the 

academic advisor that he or she is pursuing ordination. This will provide opportunity to 

select courses that meet the educational requirements of the Department of Education and 

Clergy Development. 

The second option is often referred to as the “non-traditional” option. It allows the student 

to complete the educational requirements for ordination but the student does not receive a 

college or university degree. These options include FLAME, Cross Training, Correspondence 
Courses, and District Institutes. 

Information regarding the various educational options can be found at: 

https://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/ministerial-preparation. 

Students may also see what classes are offered in the many different non-traditional formats 

at the following: http://www.mefcourses.com./. 

Information regarding Financial Aid opportunities may be found at the various educational 
institution websites or through the Department of Education and Clergy Development at: 

https://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/loan-grant.  Most non-traditional educational options do 

not have financial aid available as the cost of the class is significantly reduced for all students. 

Transcripts 
The decision regarding academic eligibility for appointment as a Licensed, Ordained, or 

Commissioned Minister is made by the Department of Education and Clergy Development.  

Often the Department considers previous post high school education that has been 

completed in the light of the academic requirements for ordination. It is recommended that 

students request official transcripts of all post high school education as well as any 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ASR-MS
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MinStudRecommendation
https://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/ministerial-preparation
http://www.mefcourses.com./
https://www.wesleyan.org/ecd/loan-grant
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ministerial training courses provided by other denominations be sent to the Department of 

Education and Clergy Development. Transcripts should be sent to: 

 

Education & Clergy Development Division 

Post Office Box 50434 

Indianapolis, IN 46250-0434 

Ph: (317) 774-3912 • Fax: (317) 774-3915 
Email: education@wesleyan.org 

 

Educational Requirements for ordination 
The educational requirements for ordination are listed in the table that follows (see figure 

3). The list indicates whether a course is required for appointment as a Licensed, Ordained, 

or Commissioned Minister.   

In order to be appointed as a Licensed Minister, students must successfully complete the six 

core courses of study listed in the table.  It is also recommended that students complete 

“Methods of Bible Study” early in their educational training as this class is very useful in 
serving in ministry and in study for other Bible classes.  

Students completing their education through FLAME, Correspondence, Cross Training or 

District Extension classes should take the “Methods of Bible Study” class and the six core 

courses first before continuing other classes for ordination. This helps to expedite meeting 
the educational requirements for appointment as a Licensed Minister. 

Students completing their education through the traditional residential or online programs 

at one of our colleges or universities should discuss with their advisor as to whether the 

program meets the educational requirements for ordination. If not, electives may be used to 

complete the courses needed. In some instances, students in traditional degree programs 

may need to supplement their degree program with classes from one of the non-traditional 

options in order to meet the ordination requirements. Your academic advisor can help you 

in course selection. Be sure to inform your advisor that you desire to pursue ordination in 

The Wesleyan Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://secure.wesleyan.org/emcam/ministerial_development/education@wesleyan.org?subject=Transcript%20Question
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Academic Training Requirements for Licensing &  

Ordination/Commissioning in The Wesleyan Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LM- Licensed Minister, CM- Commissioned Minister, OM- Ordained Minister 

Figure 3 

Requirement LM CM OM 

General Education    
Sociology or Cultural Anthropology (C21)    X 
Psychology (C22)    X 
Philosophy/Ethics (C31)    X 
    
Bible    
Old Testament Intro (C03) X X X 
New Testament Intro (C04) X X X 
Methods of Bible Study (C14)  X X 
Old Testament Elective (OT1)   X 
New Testament Elective (NT1)   X 
    
History    
Wesleyan Church History/Discipline (C35) X X X 
General Church History (C25)  X X 
    
Theology    
Intro to Theology (C05) X X X 
Doctrine of Holiness (C42)  X X 
Advanced Theology (C42)   X 
    
Practical Ministries    
Intro to Homiletics (C33) X X X 
Church Leadership/Management (C38) X X X 
Christian Education (C23)  X X 
Spiritual Formation (C26)  X X 
Evangelism/Church Health (C28)  X X 
Pastoral Ministries (C34)  X X 
Pastoral Counseling (C44)  X X 
Global and Intercultural Ministries (C29)   X 
Worship (C36)   X 
Expository Preaching (C43)   X 
    
Supervised Ministries    
Supervised Ministry (C55)  X X 
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Previous Ministerial Training and Credentials 
Previous ministerial training and experience can be helpful in meeting the educational and 

experience requirements for ordination in The Wesleyan Church. Students who have 

credentials as either a Licensed, Ordained, or Commissioned Minister from another church 

or denomination should consider transferring your credentials as the pathway to enter the 

ministerial training process in the West Michigan District.  Information regarding 

transferring credentials can be accessed at our district website, 

https://www.westmichigandistrict.com/pursuing-the-call/.   

Pastors transferring from another district of The Wesleyan Church should use the 

“Ministerial Procedure Transfer Checklist” (Ministerial Transfer Procedure Checklist).   

Pastors transferring from another church (other than Wesleyan) or denomination should 

download and complete the “Application: Minister Transferring to The Wesleyan Church” 

(Application: Minister Transferring to the Wesleyan Church). 

Everyone who transfers will need to pay the $50 fee (using the links provided on the 

Pursuing the Call webpage. In addition, they must satisfactorily pass the Criminal 

Background and Credit checks to transfer credentials. 

Students who have completed ministerial training courses in a college, university or 

seminary other than a Wesleyan educational institution and who do not already have 

ministerial credentials must enroll as a Ministerial Student. When the Department of 

Education and Clergy Development receives your transcripts, they will evaluate them and 

post credit to your ordination transcript. At that time the Pursuing the Call team can work 

with the student in identifying additional classes needed in continuing through the process 
to Licensed, Ordained, or Commissioned Minister. 

 

Licensed Minister 
When the Department of Education and Clergy Development confirms that a student has 

completed the academic requirements for appointment as a Licensed Minister, the student 

should meet with his or her pastor to discuss ministry options. 

A person must be recommended by their home church for appointment to a category of 

Licensed Ministry in addition to completing the educational requirements. Licensed 

Ministers must serve a minimum of fifteen hours each week on average in ministry in order 
to be appointed. The service may be in a paid or voluntary capacity. 

When the student’s pastor determines the student is ready to be appointed as a Licensed 

Pastor, the student’s pastor must complete the online application for appointment as a 

Licensed Minister: (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LMrecommendation). 

https://www.westmichigandistrict.com/pursuing-the-call/
https://www.westmichigandistrict.com/s/Ministerial-Transfer-Procedure-Checklist-hccg.pdf
https://www.westmichigandistrict.com/s/FORM-Application-Minister-Transferring-to-TWC-2017-3.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LMrecommendation
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The application will be reviewed by the PTC team before a recommendation is made for 

appointment. The Licensed Minister will receive an appointment letter and pocket 
credentials.  

 

Expectations of Licensed Minister 
As a Licensed Minister you are expected to do the following to continue your appointment. 

• Actively participate in your local church through worship attendance, tithing and 

serving in ministry. 

• Serve in the category for which you were appointed. A Licensed Minister’s 

appointment is in effect only as long as he or she is serving in the category for which 

appointed.  

• Meet with the Pursuing the Call team each year for an interview.  

• Complete a minimum of two classes each year towards the academic requirements 

for ordination. A Licensed Minister must complete the academic requirements for 

ordination or commissioning within seven years of first being appointed as a 

Licensed Minister in order to complete the process and become ordained or 

commissioned. 

• Complete your ASR: (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ASR-LM). 

• Receive a recommendation from your pastor: 

(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MinStudRecommendation). 

Information regarding signing up for interviews and reminders to complete ASRs and 

recommendation forms is sent out by the District Office with a due date.  It is the student’s 

responsibility to keep the District Office updated with a current email address. 

 

Supervised Ministry and Licensed Minister Service Requirements 
Ordination and commissioning in The Wesleyan Church include completing both academic 

and ministry experience requirements. The ministry experience requirements for a Licensed 

Minister include serving the equivalent of two full years under appointment as a Licensed 

Minister. If a student has completed a masters degree in an area of divinity studies this 

requirement is reduced to one year. For students who serve part-time, the West Michigan 

District PTC team allows students to combine part time service and full-time service in 

accumulating the equivalency of the full-time service requirements. The West Michigan PTC 

also requires students to have participated in a majority of the experiences identified in the 

“What is a Wesleyan Pastor” document compiled by the Dept of ECD. In some instances, 

students may need to serve additional years appointed as a Licensed Minister to gain the 

experience needed. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ASR-LM
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MinStudRecommendation
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Some students serve as staff members before meeting the academic requirements for 

appointment as a Licensed Minister. The Pursuing the Call recognizes the value of this 

experience and gives consideration in the process of discerning whether a person meets the 

experience requirements for recommendation to the District Conference for ordination. A 

Licensed Minister must complete at least half of the time required to serve under 

appointment as a Licensed Minister before the PTC team will give consideration to previous 
service. 

In addition to the Licensed Ministry service requirements, students must also complete a 

Supervised Ministry class. This may be done at the same time as one is appointed as a 

Licensed Minister and is a separate educational requirement. Students in a traditional 

degree program will complete this requirement through courses provided in their program 

of study. Students in the non-traditional degree program may complete the Supervised 

Ministry requirement by taking a Supervised Ministry class or signing up for the Mentored 

Ministry class through the West Michigan District. The Mentored Ministry class not only 

enables the student to complete the Supervised Ministry class but is also designed to provide 

opportunity for the broad level of ministry experiences identified in the “What is a Wesleyan 

Pastor” document. It also provides opportunity for students to receive feedback in their 

ministry experience from their Supervisor, a Mentor, and fellow students.  Students may sign 

up for the Mentored Ministry class at the following link:  

(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MentMinClass). 

 

Ordination or Commissioning 
When a student is nearing completion of the educational requirements and ministry 

experience requirements for ordination or commissioning, the student may interview for 

ordination/commissioning.  This interview takes place at a time different from the annual 

student interviews. It is usually ninety minutes in length. Both the candidate and the 

candidate’s spouse, if applicable, must participate in the interview. Information regarding 

ordination and commissioning interviews is sent via email several weeks before they are 

scheduled. Students must complete the following in preparation for the interviews: 

1) The Ordination/Commissioning online application 

(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OrdCommApplication). 

2) The Doctrine and Experience Questionnaire. This is sent via email to candidates 

after they complete the online application. Students should plan well ahead of time 

for their ordination interview as it usually takes several hours for students to 

satisfactorily complete this questionnaire. 

3) Be recommended by their supervising pastor or lay leader at the church where they 

serve. 

4) Be recommended by the District Superintendent. 

5) Receive two additional recommendations from colleagues or mature Christian 

leaders who know them well and have worked with them extensively. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MentMinClass
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OrdCommApplication
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In meeting with the PTC team for the ordination and commissioning interview, the PTC team 

will review several different factors with the student in discerning preparedness for 

ordination. These factors include education, ministry experience, alignment with Wesleyan 

theology, core values, polity, giftedness for ministry, information provided by references, 

and level of spiritual, emotional and psychological preparedness. Successful candidates for 

ordination or commissioning must meet the following requirements before the process is 
completed: 

1) Certification by the Dept of ECD that the educational requirements are met. 

2) Recommendation by the PTC team that the candidate has sufficient experience, 

theological alignment, ministerial competencies and leadership gifts and graces 

necessary for serving as an ordained or commissioned pastor. 

3) Satisfactorily passing a Criminal Background and Credit Check. 

4) Approval by the District Conference. 

5) Participation in the ordination and commissioning service. 

When a pastor becomes ordained or commissioned he or she no longer meets annually with 

the Pursuing the Call team.  From that moment forward the only reporting requirements are 

to complete the Annual Service Report and meet any additional guidelines as established by 

the District. 

It is our prayer that this extensive overview of the Ministerial Training process helps you to 

understand the steps involved in pursuing ordination or commissioning in The Wesleyan 

Church. It also reveals the extensive level of training and experience required for one who 

desires to serve as an ordained or commissioned pastor. It is recommended that you keep 

this packet available for future reference as you continue through the process.  If you have 

additional questions or need assistance as you pursue ordination or commissioning, feel free 

to contact the District office or the Director of the PTC team. We are here to serve you as you 

prepare for serving God in the vocation of ministry. 

For further information please contact: 

PTC Director: Dr. Michael Black 

Email: mikeablack@gmail.com 

Cell: (517) 202-1610 

 

District Office 

Email: resume@westmichigandistrict.com 

Phone: (616) 827-9450 

mikeablack@gmail.com
mailto:resume@westmichigandistrict.com

