
You’re excited to answer God’s call to 
ministry and ready to begin a career 
leading a world-changing church.
But ministry is hard and getting started in ministry is 
even more difficult. To advance towards a long, effective 
career as a pastor you will need great training. 

But unfortunately, most training for ministry leaves the job only partially done. 

• • You may work in a church but with no pastoral responsibility.You may work in a church but with no pastoral responsibility.

• • You learn theology but not how to lead people.You learn theology but not how to lead people.

• • Your experiences are limited to one local church context.Your experiences are limited to one local church context.

• • You learn how to preach to others but risk stop growing You learn how to preach to others but risk stop growing 
yourself spiritually.yourself spiritually.

• • You are left to figure things out on your own.You are left to figure things out on your own.

Ministry is too important to be unprepared.  To reach the 22 million lost people in our region, to 
truly become the pastor you are called to be, it will take more.

As the Great Lakes Region (GLR) of the Wesleyan 
Church we understand the challenges you face in 
ministry. Every day we work supporting churches 
of every size and pastors in contexts across 2,753 

zip codes. We walk side by side with pastors through all of it and so we 
know what it takes to be fully equipped in a variety of settings.  

Our two-year residency program with the Great Lakes 
Region is the best way to be fully equipped for a fruitful 
career as a pastor. Residency is designed to give you 
real-world experience, quality teaching, and access 
to many experiences and ministry contexts. Through 

our five residency sites, the GLR partners residents with flourishing churches 
with strong leadership development cultures to immerse residents in hands-on training in rural, 
urban, and suburban environments. This 2-year partnership allows you to fly with a net: develop 
your preaching, lead a team, launch new ministries, and boldly try new things all with the support 
and resources of the GLR. Figure out how God is specifically calling you while receiving the training 
and tools to thrive in ministry.
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This two-year residency will set you up for long term success 
while making a difference now by focusing on five things:

1. 1.  Paid work in healthy local ministry Paid work in healthy local ministry

2. 2.  Professional leadership development Professional leadership development

3. 3.  Experience in a variety of churches and ministries throughout the region Experience in a variety of churches and ministries throughout the region

4. 4.  Intentional soul care and spiritual growth  Intentional soul care and spiritual growth 

5. 5.  One on one coaching with an experienced mentor One on one coaching with an experienced mentor

Through the GLR Residency Program you will experience:
• • Increased hireability – We will work with you to help you find a place of ministry upon Increased hireability – We will work with you to help you find a place of ministry upon 

completion of your residency.  We have a large network of churches.completion of your residency.  We have a large network of churches.

• • Networking with decision-makers Networking with decision-makers 
including including GLR EventsGLR Events::

41 Hours 
Leadership Drive 
Expontential

• • A financial net positive, rather than a financial A financial net positive, rather than a financial 
negative when compared to the costs of negative when compared to the costs of 
formalized education.formalized education.

• • You’ll emerge confident in a variety of church settings, well-connected to leaders, and You’ll emerge confident in a variety of church settings, well-connected to leaders, and 
professionally and personally more prepared to lead a congregation, plant a church, professionally and personally more prepared to lead a congregation, plant a church, 
and serve the Lord to your full potential. and serve the Lord to your full potential. 

Apply for a GLR Residency today and start to 
become the pastor God has called you to be! 

Interested but have questions? 
contact us @ office@theglr.org
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